

The Hijlorie 

Of all the Court and princes of my blood. 

The hope and expectation ofthy time 
Is ruin’d, and the route of eucry man 
Prophetically doe forethmke thy fall : 

Had / fo lauiih of my prelence beene. 

So common hatkneid lmthe eyes ofmen-J 
So ftalc and chcape to vulgar companies 
Opinion that did helpe me to the crowne^ 

Had ltillkcpt loyall to poflefsion. 

And left me in rcputcleile banilhment, 

A fellow of no markc nor likelihoode. 

By being feldome feene, / could not llirre* 

But like a Comet, / was wondred at, 

Thatmen would cell their children, This is he : 

Others would fay, Where, which is'BulIingbrook* 

And then I ilole all courteiie from heauen. 

And dreft my felfc in fuch humilitie, 

That I did plucke allegeance from mens hearts. 

Loud fhouts, and falutations from their mouths, 

Euen in pretence ofthe crowned King, 

Thus did /keepe my perfon frefh and new. 

My prefence like arobepontificall, 

Nc'rc feene, but wondred at, and fo my Rate 

Seldome,butfumptuous,lhewcd like afeaft. 

And wan by rarenefie fuch folemniue# 

The skipping King, he ambled vp and downe. 

With (hallow idlers, and rafli bauin wits, 

Soonc kindled ,and foone burnt, carded his Rate, 

Mingled his roy aide with carping fboles. 

Had his great name prophaiicd with their fcornes. 

And gauc his countenance againft his name 
l*o laugh at gibing boy es, and itand the pufh 
Of eucry beardlefle vainc comparatiue. 

Grew a companion to the common itreetes, 

Enfeofthimfclfctopopulantie, 

Tint being dayly (wallowed by mens eyes, ^ 

They furfetted with hony, and began to loath 
.The taftc offwectenctle,whcrcof a little 
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of Henry the fourth. 

More then a little, is by much too much. 

So when he had occafion to be leene, 

He was, but as the Cuckow is m Iune, 

Heard, not regarded : feene , but with tuch eyes 
As ficke and blunted with commumtie, 

Aftoord no extraordinary gaze. 

Such as is bent on fun-like Maicflie, 

When it Jhines feldome in admiring eyes, ; 

Butratherdrowzd, and hung their eye-lids down, 
Sleptin his face, and rendred Luchafpebt 
As cloudy men vfe to their aduerfaries. 

Being with his prefence glutted,gorgdc, and tuU. 
And in that very line, Harry, ftandelt thou. 

For, thou haft loll thy princely pruukdge. 

With vile participation. Not an eye. 

But is aweary of thy common fight, 

Saue mine, which hath defired to fee thee more. 
Which now doth that I would not haue it doe. 
Make blind it felfe with foolifh tendernefle. 

P rm. I Jfiiall hereafter , my thrice gracious Lord, 
Bemoremy felfe. King. Forallthe world, 

As tliou art to this laoure, was Richard then. 
When I from France fet foot at Rauenfpurgh, 

And euen as I was then, is Percy now: 

Now, by my feepter, and my foule to boote. 

He hath more w orthie inter eft to the ftatc. 

Then thou, .the fhadovv of fuccefsaon. 

For of no right, nor colour like to right, 

He doth fill fields with harnefle in the R calme. 
Turns head againft the Lyons armediawes. 

And being no more in debt to yeercs,then thou. 
Leads ancient Lords, andreuerend Bifhops on 
To bloudie battailcs,and to bruifing armies. 

What neuer dy mg honour hath he got, 

A gainft renowmed Dowglas? Whole high deeds. 
Whole hot incurfions, and great name in armes. 
Holds from allfouldiours, cluefe maiontie. 

And militaric title capitall 
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